
Small businesses are the backbone of urban 
economies: They play a critical role in creating jobs 
for local residents. Yet too often city leaders and 
economic developers are not prioritizing small 
businesses when allocating resources to drive 
growth, focusing their strategies instead on the 
attraction and retention of large businesses.

A new report by the Initiative for a Competitive 
Inner City may make public officials consider 
shifting these priorities. The report provides 
compelling evidence that small businesses rival, 
and often exceed, the impact of large businesses 
when it comes to job creation.

The research, conducted with the support 
of JPMorgan Chase, was released on the heels of 
the bank’s announcement that it was committing 
an additional $75 million to its Small Business 
Forward initiative, recognizing the contribution 
of small businesses to economic opportunity and 
reducing unemployment, especially for women, 
minorities, and veterans.
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• The importance of small business jobs 
is greater in the inner city. In four of the five 
cities, small businesses create a greater share of 
jobs in distressed inner-city neighborhoods than 
in the city overall: seventy percent in Chicago,

ICIC’s report measures the current state of 
small business jobs in five cities: Chicago, Dallas, 
Detroit, Los Angeles, and Washington, DC, and 
identifies key findings regarding small businesses 
and urban job growth.

In all five cities, the distribution of small 
businesses and large businesses is similar, with small 
businesses—those with two hundred fifty employees 
or fewer—representing at least ninety-nine percent 
of all businesses in the city. Despite this parallel, 
small-business job creation varies across the cities 
ICIC studied, ranging from forty-eight percent in 
Dallas to seventy-four percent in Los Angeles.

• In four of the five cities, small businesses 
create most of the jobs: fifty-eight percent in 
Chicago, fifty-three percent in Detroit, seventy-four 
percent in Los Angeles and sixty-two percent in DC. 
In Dallas, small businesses provide slightly less 
than half of all jobs. Although “micro” businesses 
(those with one to five employees) make up the 
largest share of businesses in the cities ICIC 
studied, medium-sized businesses (those with 
five to two hundred forty-nine employees) are 
driving job creation.

What Cities Should Do for Small Business
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By Janice Bowdler and Kim Zeuli

George Harms Construction is seeking 
IBE/DBE vendors, suppliers, subcontractors

Click for details

Description of project:  
Rehabilitation of the Canarsie Tube (“L” Train) between Manhattan and Brooklyn. Rehabilitation 
of 1st Avenue station (at 14th Street) in Manhattan as well as Bedford Avenue station in Brooklyn. 
Stations will be made ADA compliant.
There are many subcontracting opportunities. Please note an NDA will be required prior 
to receiving a copy of project drawings.
If you are interested in bidding on this project, please contact Skanska’s Outreach Coordinator:
Julia.Omanoff@skanska.com

SKANSKA LK COMSTOCK JV
IS SOLICITING COST PROPOSALS FROM

NEW YORK STATE CERTIFIED DBE SUBCONTRACTORS/VENDORS
Canarsie Tube Rehabilitation and Core Capacity Improvements Project

Brooklyn and Manhattan
MTA New York City Transit Contract No. A-36437

Bid Date: November 17, 2016

Subcontracting opportunities include but are not limited to Painting, Lead Abatement, Containment 
and Disposal, Electrical—Temporary and Permanent Utilities, Luminaires, Necklace Lighting, 
Mechanical Piping—Dehumidification Lines and Equipment, Hazardous and Contaminated 
Material Haul and Disposal, Clearing, Grubbing, Soil and Rock Excavation, Rebar—Furnish 
and Installation, Fence—Furnish and Installation, Architectural Finishes—Pedestrian Walkway 
Tiling, Railing, Signage, SS Mesh etcetera, CMU Wall—Furnish and Installation, Armored + 
Armorless Joints—Furnish and Installation, Line Striping, Engineering, Detailing, Concrete 
Sawcutting—Pedestrian Sidewalk, Bolt + Welding Inspection, Structural Steel, Precast Concrete, 
Dehumidification Cable Wrapping, Dehumidification Cable Sleeves, Dehumidification Equipment, 
Rebar, Concrete, Formwork, Bridge / Roadway Joints, MPT Materials, Wire Splicing Materials, 
Main Cable Wire Wrapping Materials, Suspender Rope Materials, Bearings—Elastomeric and 
Multi-Rotational, Backfill Materials, Sidewalk Pedestrian Railing. Please see contract documents 
for further opportunities.

Interested firms please contact John Papagiannakis at Skanska Koch Inc.,
john.papagiannakis@skanska.com

SKANSKA KOCH INC.
IS SOLICITING BIDS FROM MWBE SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS

CERTIFIED WITH THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY
Replacement of Suspender Ropes and Rehabilitation of the Main Cable

George Washington Bridge between New York and New Jersey
PANYNJ Contract No: GWB-244.048

Bid Date: December 1, 2016
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PUBLIC LEGAL NOTICES
With a database of over 1.6 million businesses, 
SBE assists agencies with public legal notices
Advertisements
Placed in various Small Business Exchange 
Northeast digital publications each month, and 
at www.sbenortheast.com
Special Follow-Up Services
Custom design and development of services 
that you need for particular situations such 
as small business marketing, diversity goal 
completion, and agency capacity building
Call for more information: 800-800-8534 
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American Bridge Traylor Bros JV is seeking 
MWBE subcontractors, suppliers, brokers

Click for details

http://www.sbenortheast.com/cms.cfm?fuseaction=news.detail&articleID=1809&pageId=164
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